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ABSTRACT 

A short account of Vicia tetrasperma (Linn.) Moench—a new record for the Upper 
Gangetic Plain is given in this note. 


In the course of a study of vegetation of Dehra 
Dun and its environs, Vicia tetrasperma (Linn.) 
Moench was found growing as a common weed in 
sugarcane and wheat fields in the village of Niran- 
janplir about 5 km from Dehra Dun. It is also 
occasionally seen in tea gardens. Baker in FI. 
Brit. Ind. 2:177, 1879, gives the distribution of the 
species as North-west temperate Himalayas and 
states that it is only rarely met with. While it has 
been reported from Nainital, Almora and Dinaj- 
pur (Collett, FI. Siml. 135, 1921 ; Haines, Bot. 

Bihar and Orissa, Repr.^d. 2:260, 1961), Collett, (ioc. 
cit .) has seen no specimen of this species from 
Simla and its neighbourhood. An examination of 
the herbarium sheets in the Forest Research Insti¬ 
tute, Dehra Dun as well as Botanical Survey of 
India, Northern Circle, revealed that the species 
has not been collected so far from the Upper Gan¬ 
getic Plain (sensu Duthie, FI. Upp. Gang. PI., 1903) 
and from Mussoorie (see also Raizada in Ind. Forest. 
85:676, 1959). The present report, therefore, is a 
new distributional record for the species. A com¬ 
plete description of the plant is not available in 
the Indian Floras and, therefore, a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the species along with illustrations is given 
here. The specimens mentioned in this note are 
preserved in the Herbarium of Botanical Survey of 
India, Northern Circle, Dehra Dun under iV, P, 
Singh 25454, *5483* 25487. 

Vicia tetrasperma (Linn.) Moench, Meth. 148, 
1794; Boiss. FI. Orient. 2:596, 1849; Baker in 
Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 2:177, 1879; Collett. FI. 
Siml. 135, 1921; Haines, Bot. Bihar and Orissa. 
Repr. ed. 2; 260, 1961. Ervum ietraspermum . 
Linn. Sp. PI, 738, 1753; DC. Prodr. 2:367, 1825. 


An annual climbing herb. Stem copiously 
branched, slender, zig-zag, green, quadrangular and 
glabrous. Leaves alternate, 2-4 cm long, rachis 
ending in a tendril, petiole 2-3 mm. Stipules 2, oppo¬ 
site, acute, base prolonged below the attachment in 
a pointed lobe, 2-3mm long; leaflets 6-10, oppo¬ 
site or subopposite, 8-1 j x 2-3 mm, narrowly oblong, 
entire, mucronate, glabrous; veins prominent on the 
abaxial surface; petiolules pubescent 1 mm long. 
Peduncles about as long as the leaves with a joint 
slightly below the flower base, decurved in fruit; 
flowers solitary (Baker loc. cit . says 1-2-flowered), 
axillary, ±. 4 mm long. Calyx gamosepalous, per¬ 
sistent, ± 2 mm long, bell-shaped, 5-toothed, the 
3 anterior sepals larger than the rest. Corolla papi¬ 
lionaceous, distinctly exserted, light blue, ± 3 mm 
long; standard broad, erect; keel j6inted. Stamens 
10, 9 united and forming a tube, filaments glabrous, 

3 mm long. Ovary glabrous, 4-ovuled, 3 mm 
long; style incurved, cylindrical, bearded at the 
top, ±. 1 mm long, persisting in fruit. Pods oblong, 
& 1*3 cm » glabrous, 3-4-seeded. Seeds black, nearly 
spherical, glabrous. Flowering : February; FrutU 
ing: March. 
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Fig. U A branch : Fig. 2. L.S. of the flower : Fig. 3. Calyx : Fig, 4, Corolla • 
Fig. 5, Androecitim ; Fig* 6. Gynoecium ; Fig, 7, Pod, 






